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SYNOPSIS 
 Provides that public official may refuse to solemnize civil unions if 
solemnization conflicts with public official’s conscience or sincerely held 
moral or religious beliefs.  
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AN ACT concerning civil unions and supplementing Title 37 of the 1 
Revised Statutes. 2 

 3 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 
of New Jersey: 5 
 6 
 1.  A public official authorized under R.S.37:1-13 to solemnize 7 
marriages or civil unions may refuse to solemnize civil unions if 8 
such solemnization is in conflict with the public official’s 9 
conscience or sincerely held moral or religious beliefs. Refusal to 10 
solemnize civil unions under these circumstances shall not preclude 11 
a public official from solemnizing marriages and shall not 12 
constitute a violation of the "Law Against Discrimination," 13 
P.L.1945, c.169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.) or any other law. 14 
 15 
 2. This act shall take effect on February 19, 2007. 16 
 17 
 18 

STATEMENT 19 
 20 
 P.L.2006, c.103, enacted December 21, 2006, authorizes same-21 
sex civil unions in this State.  This bill provides that a public 22 
official authorized to solemnize marriages or civil unions may 23 
refuse to solemnize civil unions if such solemnization is in conflict 24 
with the public official’s conscience or sincerely held moral or 25 
religious beliefs. Under the bill, refusal to solemnize civil unions 26 
under these circumstances would not preclude a public official from 27 
solemnizing marriages and would not constitute a violation of the 28 
"Law Against Discrimination," P.L.1945, c.169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.) 29 
or any other law. 30 
 This bill would take effect on February 19, 2007, the effective 31 
date of P.L.2006, c.103. 32 


