CHAPTER 245
AN ACT concerning elections, amending various parts of statutory law, supplementing Title 19
of the Revised Statutes, and making an appropriation.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1.

R.S.19:2-1 is amended to read as follows:

Primary for delegates and alternates to national conventions and for general and special
elections.
19:2-1. Primary elections for delegates and alternates to national conventions of political
parties and for the general election shall be held in each year on the Tuesday next after the first
Monday in June, between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M., Standard Time. Primary
elections for special elections shall be held not earlier than 30 nor later than 20 days prior to the
special elections.
2.

R.S.19:6-25 is amended to read as follows:

Sitting on general election days required.
19:6-25. The county boards in each of the counties shall sit on the day of the general election
at the office of the county boards between the hours of 5:00 A.M. and midnight.
3.

R.S.19:15-2 is amended to read as follows:

Operation hours of polls; members present.
19:15-2. The district boards shall open the polls for such election at 6:00 A.M. and close
them at 8:00 P.M., and shall keep them open during the whole day of election between these
hours; except that for a school election the polls shall be open between the hours of 5:00 P.M.
and 9:00 P.M. and during any additional time which the school board may designate between the
hours of 7:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M.
The board may allow one member thereof at a time to be absent from the polling place and
room for a period not exceeding one hour between the hours of 1:00 P.M. and 5:00 P.M. or for
such shorter time as it shall see fit.
At no time from the opening of the polls to the completion of the canvass shall there be less
than a majority of the board present in the polling room or place, except that during a school
election there shall always be at least one member of each district election board present or if
more than two district board members are designated to serve at the polling place, at least two
members present.
4.

R.S.19:23-40 is amended to read as follows:

Time and place of holding.
19:23-40. The primary election for the general election shall be held for all political parties
upon the Tuesday next after the first Monday in June between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 8:00
P.M., Standard Time. It shall be held for all political parties in the same places as hereinbefore
provided for the ensuing general election.
5.

Section 23 of P.L.1953, c.211 (C.19:57-23) is amended to read as follows:

C.19:57-23 Marking and handling of absentee ballots by voters; return by mail or personal
delivery; record.
23. Any absentee voter shall be entitled to mark any absentee ballot, so forwarded to him,
for voting at any election by indicating his choice of candidates for the offices named, and as to
public questions, if any, stated thereon, in accordance with the election laws of this State, except
that in such ballots to be voted in any primary election for the general election his choice shall
be limited to the candidates of his political party or to any person or persons whose names are
written thereon by him. When so marked, such ballot shall be placed in said inner envelope,
which shall then be sealed, and the voter shall then fill in the form of certificate attached to said

P.L. 2001, CHAPTER 245
2
inner envelope, at the end of which he shall sign and print his name in his own handwriting. The
inner envelope with the certificate shall then be placed in said outer envelope, which shall then
be sealed.
No absentee voter shall permit any person in any way, except as provided hereafter, to unseal,
mark or inspect his ballot, interfere with the secrecy of his absentee ballot vote, complete or sign
the certificate, or seal the inner or outer envelope, nor shall any person do so.
An absentee voter shall be entitled to assistance from a family member in performing any of
the actions above. An incapacitated absentee voter shall also be entitled to assistance from a
person other than a family member in performing any of such actions. The family member or
other person providing such assistance shall certify that he did assist the voter and will maintain
the secrecy of the vote by both printing and signing his name in the space provided on the
certificate. In no event may a candidate for election provide such assistance, nor may any
person, at the time of providing such assistance, campaign or electioneer on behalf of any
candidate.
Said sealed outer envelope with the inner envelope and the ballot enclosed therein shall then
either be mailed with sufficient postage to the county board of elections to which it is addressed
or delivered personally by the voter or a bearer designated by him to such board or its designee.
Such ballot must be received by such board or its designee before the time designated by
R.S.19:15-2 or R.S.19:23-40 for the closing of the polls, as may be appropriate on the day of
an election.
At the time any person delivers a ballot to the county board, he shall sign a record which the
county shall maintain of all absentee ballots personally delivered to it.
C.19:45-6.2 Reimbursement to county from State for certain costs.
6. In accordance with the provisions of Art.VIII, Sec.II, par.5 of the Constitution, upon
application for reimbursement by a county governing body to the Attorney General and approval
of the application by the Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting, a county shall be
reimbursed by the State for:
a. compensation to each member of the district board of elections who shall have served at
the general election, the primary election, and any nonpartisan municipal, special, or recall
election, and who shall have qualified for and been paid $200 for such service in accordance with
R.S.19:45-6, the sum of $125; and
b. any additional costs incurred by the county as a result of the provisions of this act,
P.L.2001, c.245.
7. The Attorney General shall prepare a report to the Governor and the Legislature
recommending steps that can be taken to assist county boards of elections in attracting and
retaining district board members. In preparing the report, the Attorney General shall solicit the
views of county boards of elections, county superintendents of elections, and district board
members in this State, and shall study what is being done in other states to attract and retain
district board members. The Attorney General shall submit the report to the Governor and the
Legislature within six months after the effective date of this act, P.L.2001, c.245.
8. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of Law and Public Safety
the sum of $3,000,000, together with such additional sums as the Director of the Division of
Budget and Accounting may certify to be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act,
P.L.2001, c.245.
9.

R.S.19:45-6 is amended to read as follows:

Members of district boards; compensation.
19:45-6. The compensation of each member of the district boards for all services performed
by them under the provisions of this Title shall be as follows:
In all counties, for all services rendered including the counting of the votes, and in counties
wherein voting machines are used, the tabulation of the votes registered on the voting machines,
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and the delivery of the returns, registry binders, ballot boxes and keys for the voting machines
to the proper election officials, $200 each time the primary election, the general election or any
special election is held under this Title; provided, however, that:
a. (1) The member of the board charged with the duty of obtaining and signing for the
signature copy registers shall receive an additional $12.50 per election, such remuneration being
limited to only one board member per election, or $6.25 to each of two board members if they
share such responsibility for the signature copy registers, and (2) the member of the board
charged with the duty of returning the signature copy registers shall receive an additional $12.50
per election, such remuneration being limited to only one board member per election, or $6.25
to each of two board members if they share such responsibility for the signature copy registers;
b. In the case of any member of the board who is required under R.S.19:50-1 to attend in
a given year a training program for district board members, but who fails to attend such a
training program in that year, that compensation shall be $50.00 for each of those elections;
c. In counties wherein voting machines are used no compensation shall be paid for any
services rendered at any special election held at the same time as any primary or general election.
Such compensation shall be in lieu of all other fees and payments; and
d. Compensation for district board members serving at a school election shall be paid by the
board of education of the school district conducting the election at an hourly rate of $5.77,
except that the board of education may compensate such district board members at a pro-rated
hourly rate consistent with the daily rate up to a maximum of $14.29. The provisions of
subsections a., b., and c. of this section shall also apply to district board members serving at a
school election, except that in the case of subsection b., the compensation shall be at an hourly
rate of $3.85.
Compensation due each member shall be paid within 30 days but not within 20 days after each
election; provided, however, that no compensation shall be paid to any member of any such
district board who may have been removed from office or application for the removal of whom
is pending under the provisions of R.S.19:6-4.
10. This act shall take effect immediately
Approved September 6, 2001.

