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 The Senate Environment and Energy Committee favorably reports 

Senate Bill No. 1443.   

 This bill would provide free admission to State parks and forests to 

disabled veterans residing in New Jersey who have been honorably 

discharged or released under honorable circumstances from active 

service in any branch of the Armed Forces of the United States and 

who have been declared by the United States Department of Veterans 

Affairs, or its successor, to have a service-connected disability of any 

degree.  This bill would also exempt such disabled veterans from any 

fees for accessing State park beaches by motor vehicle in order to fish 

there, including fees for mobile sportfishing vehicle permits.  State law 

currently only provides free admission to State parks and forests to 

New Jersey residents who are 62 or more years of age, totally disabled, 

or active members of the New Jersey National Guard who have 

completed Initial Active Duty Training, and current law does not 

specifically exempt disabled veterans from fees for motor vehicle 

access to State park beaches to fish.  This bill would extend free State 

park and forest admission, as well as provide free motor vehicle access 

to State park beaches to fish, to all veterans who have incurred a 

service-connected disability, regardless of the degree of disability. 


