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The Senate Environment and Energy Committee favorably reports
Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 134.

This concurrent resolution proposes an amendment to the State
Constitution that would grant every person the right to a clean and
healthy environment, and make the State the trustee of all public
natural resources.

Specifically, the proposed constitutional amendment would
provide that every person has a right to a clean and healthy
environment, including pure water, clean air, and ecologically healthy
habitats, and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic, and
aesthetic qualities of the environment. The amendment provides that
the State shall not infringe upon these rights, by action or inaction.

The amendment would also provide that the State’s public natural
resources, including its waters, air, flora, fauna, climate, and public
lands, are the common property of all of the people, including both
present and future generations. The State would serve as trustee of
these resources and have a duty to conserve and maintain them for the
benefit of all people.

Finally, the amendment would provide that the rights established in
the amendment are self-executing, and are in addition to any rights
conferred by the public trust doctrine or common law.



