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AN ACT  concerning the terms of members of certain municipal1
utilities authorities, and amending P.L.1957, c.183.2

3

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4
of New Jersey:5

6
1.  Section 5 of P.L.1957, c.183 (C.40:14B-5) is amended to read7

as follows:8

5.  The governing bodies of any [2] two or more municipalities, the9
areas of which together comprise an integral body of territory, may, by10
parallel ordinances duly adopted by each of such governing bodies11
within any single calendar year, create a public body corporate and12
politic under the name and style of "the ................. municipal utilities13
authority," with all or any significant part of the name of each such14
municipality or some identifying geographical phrase inserted.  Said15
body shall consist of the members thereof, in an aggregate number as16

determined [as hereinafter] in this section [provided], who shall be17
appointed by resolutions of the several governing bodies as18

[hereinafter] provided in this section [provided,]. [and it] Said body19
shall constitute the municipal authority contemplated and provided for20

in [this act] P.L. 1957, c.183 (C.40:14B-1 et seq.) and an agency and21
instrumentality of the said municipalities.  The number of members of22

the municipal authority to be appointed [at any time] for [full] terms23
of office by the governing body of any such municipality shall be as24

may be stated in said ordinances which shall be not less than [1] one25

nor more than [3] three. After the taking effect of the said ordinances26
of all such municipalities and after the filing of certified copies thereof27

as provided in section 7 of [this act provided] P.L.1957, c.18328
(C.40:14B-7), the appropriate number of persons shall be appointed29
as members of the municipal authority by the governing body of each30

municipality.  [The members first appointed or to be first appointed31
shall serve for terms expiring on the first day of the fifth February next32
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ensuing after the date of the first appointment of any member.]1
The members next appointed after the effective date of P.L.    , c.2

(C.   ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill) shall divide3
themselves by lot into classes.  If there are five or more members,4
there shall be five classes.  If there are fewer than five members, there5
shall be as many classes as there are members.  To the extent possible,6
there shall be an equal number of members in each class, and each7
class shall contain no more than one member from each municipality.8
The term of members composing the first class shall be vacated at the9
expiration of the fifth year; the term of members composing the second10
class shall be vacated at the expiration of the fourth year; the term of11
members composing the third class, if any, shall be vacated at the12
expiration of the third year; the term of members composing the fourth13
class, if any, shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year; and14
the term of members composing the fifth class, if any, shall be vacated15
at the expiration of the first year.  The term of members of each class16
shall expire on February 1 of their respective year.17

On or after January 1 in the year in which expire the terms of [the18

said members first appointed and in every fifth year thereafter] such19
next appointments, the appropriate number of persons shall be20
appointed as members of the municipal authority by the governing21
body of each municipality, to serve for terms commencing on February22
1 in such year and expiring on February 1 in the fifth year after such23
year.  In the event of a vacancy in the membership of the municipal24
authority occurring during an unexpired term of office, a person shall25
be appointed as a member of the municipal authority to serve for such26
unexpired term by the governing body which made the original27
appointment for such unexpired term.28
(cf:  P.L.1957, c.183, s.5)29

30
2. This act shall take effect immediately.31

32
33

STATEMENT34
35

This bill amends section 5 of the "municipal and county utilities36
authorities law," P.L.1957, c.183 (C.40:14B-5) to provide for37
staggered terms of service for members of a municipal utilities38
authority which is created by the governing bodies of two or more39
municipalities, the areas of which comprise an integral body of40
territory and where the governing bodies of each of these municipalites41
have adopted parallel ordinances creating the authority in the same42
calendar year.  Currently, all members of the authority are appointed43
to serve five-year terms which begin and end during the same year.44
Under this bill, the next appointees would divide themselves by lot into45
classes with, to the extent possible, each class having an equal number46
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of members and no two members from the same municipality.  The1
term of members composing the first, second, and if any, third, fourth,2
and fifth classes would be vacated on February 1 of the expiration of3
the fifth, fourth, third, second, and first years, respectively.  When4
each of these terms expires, an appropriate number of people would5
be appointed to the authority to serve for a five-year term commencing6
on February 1 of that year.  The term of current members of the7
authority is unaffected by the bill.8

9
10

                             11
12

Provides for staggered terms of service for members of certain13
municipal utilities authorities.14


