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The Senate Women's Issues, Children and Family Services
Committee favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 78. with committee
amendments.

As amended, this bill provides for payment of alimony or separate
maintenance by way of income withholding.  The bill is modeled after
the current child support withholding statutes, N.J.S.A.2A:17-56.8
and 2A:17-56.9.

As provided in those statutes, alimony payment withholding would
not occur if the parties agree in writing to an alternative arrangement
or if the court finds good cause for establishing an alternative
arrangement, unless the obligor accumulates arrearages equal to the

amount payable for 14 days.
In addition, as provided in the child support statutes, the

provisions for income withholding for alimony would also be
applicable to all orders issued on or before the effective date of this

act; the total amount of income to be withheld could not exceed the
maximum amount permitted under the federal Consumer Credit
Protection Act (15 U.S.C. § 1673(b)); and the income withholding
would be required to be carried out in full compliance with all

procedural due process requirements.  The bill provides that the
Administrative Office of the Courts would establish procedures for
promptly terminating the withholding when necessary and for promptly
refunding amounts which have been improperly withheld.

This bill embodies Recommendation 15 of the report of the
Commission to Study the Law of Divorce, issued April 18, 1995.

The committee adopted a technical amendment to  the bill to delete
the term "county probation department" and replace it with "Probation
Division of the Superior Court,"  to reflect the recent reorganization
of the State's court system.

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No.1284, sponsored by Senator
Cafiero, which was released by the committee on October 3, 1996.


