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AN ACT concerning laws and regulations requiring certain programs1
and services to be administered or performed by counties or2
municipalities.3

4

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State5
of New Jersey:6

7
1.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Governmental8

Accountability and Reform Act of 1993."9
10

2.  a.  (1)  Any State law enacted and any regulation promulgated,11
prior to the effective date of this act which directs a county or12
municipal governing body to provide or to pay for the provision of any13
service, or to administer or to pay for the administration of any14
program, shall expire and shall be of no further effect as of and from15
the first day of the sixth year after the effective date of this act, except16
insofar as the law or rule may itself provide for an earlier expiration17
date, and except as may otherwise be provided under any law enacted18
on or after the effective date of this act.  No county or municipal19
governing body shall be required, after any such expiration date, to20
provide or to pay for the provision of any such service, or to21
administer or to pay for the administration of any such program,22
pursuant to the direction of such a law or regulation.23

(2)  If for any fiscal year the Legislature shall by appropriation24
provide sufficient funds to a county or municipal governing body as25
may be necessary to pay for the full cost of funding the provision of a26
service or the administration of a program under a law or regulation27
which, by its own terms or under paragraph (1) of this subsection, is28
to expire during that fiscal year, then that expiration date shall be29
deferred to June 30 of that fiscal year.30

b.  The provisions of paragraph (1) of subsection a. of this section31
shall not apply to a law or rule if the enactment of that or an32
equivalent law or the promulgation of that or an equivalent rule is33
required under the Constitution of this State, either by the express34
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terms of that Constitution or as it is interpreted by the courts of this1
State.2

3
3.  This act shall take effect immediately.4

5
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STATEMENT7
8

This bill provides for the expiration of any law or regulation9
requiring a county or municipality to provide or pay for the provision10
of any service or to administer or pay for the administration of any11
program.  The expiration would take place on the first day of the sixth12
year after the date on which the bill takes effect as law.  The bill13
provides that the obligation of any county or municipality under such14
a law or regulation shall terminate with the expiration of the law or15
regulation.  The bill creates an exception to the provision of for16
automatic expiration in the case of laws and rules required under the17
State Constitution to be enacted or promulgated.18
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Provides for termination after five years of any local government23
obligation under State law or regulation to provide services or24
administer programs.25


