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The Assembly Local Government Committee reports favorably and
with committee amendments Assembly Bill No. 999.

Assembly Bill No. 999, as introduced by the sponsors, permits a
county governing body to establish a county environmental
commission with the power to conduct research into the current and
potential use of the open land areas of the county and then make
recommendations concerning open space preservation, water resources
management, air pollution control, solid waste management, noise
control, soil and landscape protection, environmental appearance,
marine resources and protection of flora and fauna.  The bill also

provides for the creation of a joint environmental commission between
two or more counties.  Finally, the bill provides for the continuation,

under the terms of the bill, of a county environmental commission or
agency established prior to the enactment of this bill.

At the sponsors' request, the committee made several amendments
to the bill.  Section 1 of the bill was amended to define "environmental

commission" to include an environmental council and an environmental
agency.  The section was amended to clarify that the purpose of an
environmental commission shall be for the protection, management and
planning for the use of natural resources.  The amendments also permit

the governing body to prepare and adopt bylaws for the operation of
the commission, including, but not limited to, the number of members,
the powers and duties of the members and any other matters as may be
deemed necessary and appropriate by the governing body. The

members of the commission would be permitted to petition the
governing body for changes to the bylaws.  The resolution or
ordinance may designate the environmental commission to be an
advisory body to the county planning board.  The number of members
of the commission would be determined by either resolution or
ordinance of the county or it would be stated in the bylaws of the
commission  The members of the commission would be appointed by
the governing body of the county, and residency in the county would

be required.  The governing body of the county would be authorized
to appoint a member of the county planning board to serve as a
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member of the commission.  The amendments to section 1 also provide
that the governing body may designate one of the members of the
commission to serve as chairman and presiding officer, and one
member to serve as vice-chairman of the commission.  Alternatively,
the governing body may provide in the ordinance, resolution or
bylaws, as appropriate, that the members of the commission shall
designate a chairman and vice-chairman.  A member of the commission
may be appointed to succeed himself.  The term of an environmental
commission member who is also a planning board member would
coincide with the planning board term of that member.  A member
would not be permitted to act on any matter in which he or she has,
either directly or indirectly any, personal or financial interest.  Finally,
the amendments to section 1 provide that the term of an alternate
member shall be one year.  The introduced bill provided for two-year
terms.

Section 2 of the bill sets forth the powers of an environmental
commission.  The introduced bill specified that the environmental
commission would have the power to conduct research into the use
and possible use of the open land areas of the county and could
coordinate the activities of unofficial bodies organized for similar
purposes, and advertise, prepare, print and distribute books, maps,
charts, plans and pamphlets which in its judgment it deems necessary
for its purposes.  The amendments require the commission to keep an

index of all open areas, publicly or privately owned, including open
marshlands, swamps and other wetlands, in order to obtain information

on the proper use of such areas.  The commission would be able to
recommend to the county planning board or county governing body,
from time to time, plans and programs for inclusion in a county master
plan and the development and use of open land areas.

Section 2 of the bill was amended by the committee to provide that
an environmental commission organized under the provisions of the
bill may be directed by the county governing body or authorized
through its bylaws to conduct research relative to regional

environmental impacts of land use decisions; collect and monitor
environmental data; provide environmental education opportunities
within the county; promote a regional dialog between municipalities,
the county, and where appropriate, the State; prepare, print and

distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets;  keep an index of
open space, landscape, water, soil, geology, and marine resources,
flora and fauna, and the quality of ambient air and water, in order to
obtain information on the proper use and management of such
resources; advise and make recommendations to the planning board or,
if none, to the governing body, relative to regional environmental
issues and impacts of plans and programs for inclusion in a county
master plan; and to perform such other duties and responsibilities as

may be required of the commission by ordinance or resolution, as
appropriate, of the governing body.

Section 3 of the bill was amended to correct the technical error of
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the use of the word "municipality" with the term "county."
Section 6 of the bill was amended to permit an environmental

commission, at the direction of the governing body, to study and make
recommendations concerning open space preservation, water resources
management, air pollution control, solid waste management, noise
control, soil and landscape protection, environmental appearance,
marine resources and protection of flora and fauna, unless there exists
within the county an advisory body to the governing body or the
planning board on the matter.  This section of the introduced bill
provided an environmental commission with the power to study and
make recommendations on those matters without the direction of the
governing body and regardless of the existence of an advisory body on
the issue.

Section 7 of the bill was amended to clarify that the efforts of a
joint environmental commission shall be coordinated between the
member counties, and that members of a joint commission may receive
reimbursement for expenses if funds are available.

Section 8 of the bill, providing that the term of the chairman of a
joint commission shall be one year, was amended to remove language
that permitted the chairman of a joint commission to succeed himself.
The amendments also add the term "joint" to the language of the
section to clarify that the sections concern joint commissions.

Section 9 was amended to the term "joint" to the language of the

section to clarify that the sections concern joint commissions.
Section 10 was amended to clarify that a joint commission shall

have all of the functions, duties and powers of a county environmental
commission established in a single county.

The committee amendments delete section 11 in its entirety.
Section 11 of the introduced bill required that if any county with an

established environmental commission entered into participation in a
joint environmental commission, the county environmental commission
previously established must be abolished upon the taking effect of the
resolution establishing the joint environmental commission.

The amendments renumber section 12 of the introduced bill as
section 11 and finally provide that any county environmental
commission, council, or agency which is in existence at the time of the
enactment of this bill shall not be required to adopt the provisions of

this bill and shall be permitted to continue to operate in the same
manner as it operated prior to the enactment the bill.  As introduced,
the bill required that a county environmental commission or agency in
existence on the bill's effective date would be subject to the provisions
of the bill.

Assembly Bill No. 999 was pre-filed for introduction in the 1996-
1997 legislative session pending technical review.  As reported by the
committee, the bill contains the changes required by technical review,

which has been performed.


