
ASSEMBLY, No. 2021

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MAY 13, 1996

By Assemblymen DALTON, Lance and R. Smith

AN ACT concerning sludge and sludge derived products, and1
supplementing P.L.1977, c.74 (C.58:10A-1 et seq.).2

3

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4
of New Jersey:5

6
1.  As used in this act:7
"Department" means the Department of Environmental Protection.8
"Sewage sludge" means the solid residue and associated liquid9

resulting from physical, chemical, or biological treatment of domestic10
or industrial wastewaters.11

"Sludge derived product" means any material which is produced by12
the treatment of sewage sludge through various processes that cause13
significant change to the physical or chemical characteristics of the14
original sludge such that it is no longer noxious, putrescent, or vector15
attracting.16

"Wastewater" means residential, commercial, industrial or17
agricultural liquid waste, sewage, stormwater runoff, or any18
combination thereof, or other liquid residue discharged or collected19
into a sewer system or stormwater runoff system, or any combination20
thereof.21

22
2.  No permit may be issued to the owner of a site for the disposal23

of sludge or sludge derived products pursuant to section 6 of24
P.L.1977, c.74 (C.58:10A-6), unless the local board of health or the25
municipal governing body, as appropriate, grants its approval.26

27
3.  a.  Prior to the disposal of sludge or sludge derived products,28

the owner of the site for disposal shall submit an environmental and29
health impact statement for the proposed site and obtain approval30
thereof from the department.  The statement shall include, but need31
not be limited to:32

(1)  A detailed and comprehensive description of the condition of33
all environmental factors as they exist at and around the site;34

(2)  An identification of the probable impact of the proposal upon35
the geology, soils, hydrology, air quality, ecology, land use,36
socioeconomics, aesthetics, history and archeology;37
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(3)  A list of adverse environmental impacts which cannot be1
avoided;2

(4)  A description of the steps to be taken to minimize adverse3
environmental impacts both at the site and in the surrounding region;4

(5)  A list of alternatives to the site with reasons for their5
acceptability or nonacceptability; and6

(6)  A reference list of pertinent published information relating to7
the site and the surrounding region.8

b.  Following the submittal of the environmental and health impact9
statement, the department shall conduct a public hearing on the10
proposed site for the disposal of sludge or sludge derived products.11

c.  The department, within 180 days of the submittal of the12
environmental and health impact statement, shall review the statement13
and take one of the following actions:14

(1)  Request, in writing, additional information required by the15
department to conclude a review of the statement;16

(2)  Recommend a reconsideration of  project alternatives based on17
a review of the facts and proposed impacts;18

(3)  Approve the environmental and health impact statement; or19
(4)  Disapprove the environmental and health impact statement.20

21
4.  a.  The owner of the site used for the disposal of sludge or22

sludge derived products shall perform monthly groundwater and soil23
quality monitoring and submit the results of the monitoring to the24
department and to the local board of health or the municipal governing25
body, as appropriate.26

b.  The local board of health or the municipal governing body, as27
appropriate, may revoke its approval of a permit granted pursuant to28
section 2 of this act for the disposal of sludge or sludge derived29
product if the sludge or the sludge derived product exceeds the land-30
based sludge management criteria for groundwater quality established31
pursuant to the "Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of32
1972" (Pub. L.92-500, 33 U.S.C.§1251 et seq.), or any regulations33
adopted pursuant thereto.  Upon revocation of its approval of  a34
permit by a local board of health or the municipal governing body, as35
appropriate, the department shall revoke the permit it granted pursuant36
to section 6 of P.L.1977, c.74 (C.58:10A-6).37

c.  The local board of health or the municipal governing body, as38
appropriate, may revoke its approval of a permit granted pursuant to39
section 2 of this act for the disposal of sludge or sludge derived40
product if the sludge or the sludge derived product exceeds the land-41
based sludge management criteria for soil quality established pursuant42
to the "Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972"43
(Pub. L.92-500, 33 U.S.C.§1251 et seq.), or any regulations adopted44
pursuant thereto.  Upon revocation of its approval of a permit by a45
local board of health or the municipal governing body, as appropriate,46
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the department shall revoke the permit it granted pursuant to section1
6 of P.L.1977, c.74 (C.58:10A-6).2

3
5.  The department shall adopt, pursuant to the provisions of the4

"Administrative Procedure Act," P.L. 1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et5
seq.), rules and regulations necessary to implement the provisions of6
this act, including standards for the review of environmental and health7
impact statements.8

9
6.  This act shall take effect immediately.10

11
12

STATEMENT13
14

This bill would require the preparation of an environmental and15
health impact statement on proposed sites for the disposal of sludge16
and sludge derived products.  A public hearing shall be conducted on17
the proposed site prior to the approval of the environmental and health18
impact statement.19

The bill would prohibit the issuance of a permit to the owner of the20
site, unless the local board of health or the municipal governing body,21
as appropriate, grants its approval.22

The owner of the site used for the disposal of sludge or sludge23
derived products shall perform monthly groundwater and soil quality24
monitoring and submit the results of the monitoring to the department25
and to the local board of health or the municipal governing body, as26
appropriate.27

The local board of health or the municipal governing body, as28
appropriate, may revoke its approval of a permit granted pursuant to29
this act for the disposal of sludge or sludge derived product if the30
sludge or the sludge derived product exceeds the land-based sludge31
management criteria for groundwater quality established pursuant to32
the "Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972," or33
any regulations adopted pursuant thereto.  Upon revocation of its34
approval of a permit by a local board of health or the municipal35
governing body, as appropriate, the department shall revoke the permit36
it granted pursuant to section 6 of P.L.1977, c.74 (C.58:10A-6).37

The local board of health or the municipal governing body, as38
appropriate, may revoke its approval of a permit granted pursuant to39
this act for the disposal of sludge or sludge derived product if the40
sludge or the sludge derived product exceeds the land-based sludge41
management criteria for soil quality established pursuant to the42
"Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972," or any43
regulations adopted pursuant thereto.  Upon revocation of  its44
approval  of  a  permit  by  a local  board of  health or the municipal45
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governing body, as appropriate, the department shall revoke the permit1
it granted pursuant to section 6 of P.L.1977, c.74 (C.58:10A-6).2

3
4

                             5
6

Requires preparation of environmental and health impact statement on7
disposal sites for sludge and sludge derived products, and certain8
environmental monitoring of disposal.9


