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enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.

ASSEMBLY, No. 2025

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MAY 13, 1996

By Assemblywoman TURNER

AN ACT concerning farmland assessment, and amending P.L.1964,1
c.48.2

3

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4
of New Jersey:5

6
1.  Section 5 of P.L.1964, c.48 (C.54:4-23.5) is amended to read as7

follows:8
5. Land, five acres in area, shall be deemed to be actively devoted9

to agricultural or horticultural use when the amount of the gross sales10
of agricultural or horticultural products produced thereon, any11
payments received under a soil conservation program, fees received12
for breeding, raising or grazing any livestock, income imputed to land13
used for grazing in the amount determined by the State Farmland14
Evaluation Advisory Committee created pursuant to section 20 of15
P.L.1964, c.48 (C.54:4-23.20), and fees received for boarding,16
rehabilitating or training any livestock where the land under the17
boarding, rehabilitating or training facilities is contiguous to land18
which otherwise qualifies for valuation, assessment and taxation under19

this act, have averaged at least [$500.00] $1,500 per year during the20
two-year period immediately preceding the tax year in issue, or there21
is clear evidence of anticipated yearly gross sales and such payments22

amounting to at least [$500.00] $1,500 within a reasonable period of23
time.24

In addition, where the land is more than five acres in area, it shall25
be deemed to be actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use26
when the amount of the gross sales of agricultural or horticultural27
products produced on the area above five acres, any payments28
received under a soil conservation program, fees received for breeding,29
raising or grazing any livestock, income imputed to land used for30
grazing in the amount determined by the State Farmland Evaluation31
Advisory Committee created pursuant to section 20 of P.L.1964, c.4832
(C.54:4-23.20), and fees received for boarding, rehabilitating or33
training any livestock where the land under the boarding, rehabilitating34
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or training facilities is contiguous to land which otherwise qualifies for1
valuation, assessment and taxation under this act, have averaged at2

least [$5.00] $15 per acre per year during the two-year period3
immediately preceding the tax year in issue, or there is clear evidence4
of anticipated yearly gross sales and such payments amounting to an5

average of at least [$5.00] $15 per year within a reasonable period of6
time; except in the case of woodland and wetland, where the minimum7

requirement shall be an average of [$0.50] $1.50 per acre on the area8
above five acres.9

As used in this section, "livestock" shall not include dogs.10
For the purposes of this section, the presence of an intervening11

public thoroughfare shall not preclude a finding of contiguity. 12
Land previously qualified as actively devoted to agricultural or13

horticultural use under the act; but failing to meet the additional14
requirement on acreage above five acres shall not be subject to the15
roll-back tax because of such disqualification, but shall be treated as16
land for which an annual application has not been submitted.17

In determining the eligibility of land for valuation, assessment and18
taxation pursuant to P.L.1964, c.48 (C.54:4-23.1 et seq.), the assessor19
of the taxing district in which the land is located shall, upon request by20
the owner of the land, exempt the owner from the income21
requirements of this section if the owner demonstrates to the22
satisfaction of the assessor that the failure to meet the income23
requirements was due to an injury, illness or death of the person24
responsible for performing the activities which produce the income25
necessary to meet the income eligibility requirement of this section.The26
request of the owner shall be accompanied by a certificate of a27
physician stating that the person was physically incapacitated or by a28
certified copy of the death certificate, as the case may be.  The29
assessor may only grant an exemption once for a particular illness,30
injury or death.31
(cf:  P.L.1995, c.276, s.2)32

33
2.  This act shall take effect immediately.34

35
36

STATEMENT37
38

This bill would increase the minimum income requirement for39
qualifying for farmland assessment.40

Under current law, land, five acres in area, shall be deemed to be41
actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use when the amount42
of the gross sales of agricultural or horticultural products produced43
thereon, any payments received under a soil conservation program,44
fees received for breeding, raising or grazing any livestock, income45
imputed to land used for grazing in the amount determined by the46
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State Farmland Evaluation Advisory Committee, and fees received for1
boarding, rehabilitating or training any livestock where the land under2
the boarding, rehabilitating or training facilities is contiguous to land3
which otherwise qualifies for valuation, assessment and taxation under4
this act, have averaged at least $500 per year during the two-year5
period immediately preceding the tax year in issue, or there is clear6
evidence of anticipated yearly gross sales and such payments7
amounting to at least $500 within a reasonable period of time.  The bill8
would increase the $500 income requirement to $1,500.9

In addition, where the land is more than five acres in area, it shall10
be deemed to be actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use11
when the amount of the gross sales of agricultural or horticultural12
products produced on the area above five acres, any payments13
received under a soil conservation program, fees received for breeding,14
raising or grazing any livestock, income imputed to land used for15
grazing in the amount determined by the State Farmland Evaluation16
Advisory Committee, and fees received for boarding, rehabilitating or17
training any livestock where the land under the boarding, rehabilitating18
or training facilities is contiguous to land which otherwise qualifies for19
valuation, assessment and taxation under this act, have averaged at20
least $5 per acre per year during the two-year period immediately21
preceding the tax year in issue, or there is clear evidence of anticipated22
yearly gross sales and such payments amounting to an average of at23
least $5 per year within a reasonable period of time; except in the case24
of woodland and wetland, where the minimum requirement shall be an25
average of $0.50 per acre on the area above five acres.  This bill would26
raise the $5 minimum thresholds to a minimum of $15 per acre per27
year.28

The $500 minimum income requirement has remained unchanged29
since enactment of the "Farmland Assessment Act of 1964."  The $530
minimum income requirement has remained unchanged since it was31
added in 1973.32

33
34

                             35
36

Increases income threshold for qualifying for farmland assessment.37


