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AN ACT concerning gambling in a public place and supplementing1
Title 40 of the Revised Statutes.2

3

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4
of New Jersey:5

6
1.  A municipality may enact an ordinance prohibiting any form of7

legal gambling activity in any public place.  "Public place" means any8
place to which the public has access, including but not limited to, a9
public street, road, thoroughfare, sidewalk, bridge, alley, plaza, park,10
recreation or shopping area, public transportation facility, vehicle used11
for public transportation, parking lot or any other public building,12
structure or area.13

14
2.  This act shall take effect immediately.15

16
17

STATEMENT18
19

This bill permits municipalities to enact local ordinances prohibiting20
certain gambling activities in a public place.  Generally municipalities21
are preempted by the provisions of the criminal code, Title 2C, from22
enacting or enforcing any ordinance or other local law or regulation23
conflicting with, or preempted by, any provision of the criminal code.24
Chapter 37 of Title 2C sets forth gambling offenses.  However, there25
are a number of gambling activities which are not criminalized.  This26
bill permits municipalities to prohibit these types of currently legal27
gambling activities in public places.  R.S. 40:49-5 sets forth the28
penalties which a municipality may prescribe for violation of an29
ordinance.  Generally these penalties include imprisonment for any30
term not exceeding 90 days, a fine not exceeding $1000.00 or31
community service not exceeding 90 days.  The sponsor believes that32
municipalities may benefit from the authority to regulate public33
gambling as a tool to maintain public safety and peace.  The intent is34
to address street gambling such as dice games.  Street corner gambling35
such as crap games may draw crowds, disturb neighbors and result in36
disputes.  There is no intent to reach these gambling activities in37
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private residences since there is not the likelihood of disturbing the1
public in those circumstances.2
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Permits municipalities to enact ordinances prohibiting gambling in a7
public place.8


