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By Assemblyman GUSCIORA and Assemblywoman TURNER

AN ACT concerning Division of Youth and Family Services1
caseworker staffing level ratios and making an appropriation2
therefor.3

4

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State5
of New Jersey:6

7
1.  a.  The Commissioner of Human Services shall establish the8

following staffing level ratios for Division of Youth and Family9
Services caseworkers:10

(1)  The ratio of cases to caseworker in a division district office11
shall not exceed 27.2 to one.12

(2) The ratio of cases to caseworker in a division adoption resource13
center shall not exceed 15.5 to one.14

b.  If the staffing level ratios established pursuant to subsection a.15
are exceeded by 10% for two or more consecutive quarters, the16
division shall hire additional caseworkers to maintain those ratios,17
notwithstanding any hiring freeze imposed by the State on Department18
of Human Services or division personnel.19

20
2.  In accordance with the "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.21

1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), the Commissioner of Human22
Services shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to carry out23
the purposes of this act.24

25
3.  There is appropriated $12,000,000 from the General Fund to the26

Department of Human Services to effectuate the purposes of this act.27
28

4.  This act shall take effect one year after enactment.29
30
31

STATEMENT32
33

This bill directs the Commissioner of Human Services to establish34
certain staffing level ratios for Division of Youth and Family Services35
(DYFS) caseworkers.  Each DYFS district office would be required36
to maintain a ratio of 27.2 cases to one caseworker and each DYFS37
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adoption resource center would be required to maintain a ratio of 15.51
cases to one caseworker.  When these staffing level ratios exceed 10%2
for two consecutive quarters, the division would be required to hire3
additional caseworkers, irrespective of any hiring freeze imposed by4
the State on Department of Human Services or DYFS personnel. 5

The bill also appropriates $12,000,000 to the Department of Human6
Services to hire the 400 additional caseworkers needed by DYFS to7
meet the staffing level ratios proposed by the provisions of the bill.8

9
10

                             11
12

Directs the Commissioner of Human Services to establish staffing level13
ratios for DYFS caseworkers; appropriates $12,000,000.14


