
SENATE, No. 1893

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTRODUCED MARCH 10, 1997

By Senators SINAGRA and LYNCH

AN ACT  establishing a commission to study the future of graduate and1
undergraduate medical and health professions education in the2
State.3

4
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State5

of New Jersey:6
7

1.  The Legislature finds and declares that:  preparation of future8
health care practitioners is of great importance in guaranteeing that9
quality health care is available to the citizens of the State; the cost of10
graduate medical, dental and podiatry programs and those for other11
health professionals must not place teaching hospitals at a competitive12
disadvantage, nor impede this State's ability to adapt to national health13
care reform; the enactment of the "Health Care Reform Act of 1992,"14
P.L.1992, c.160, which terminated the State's long standing hospital15
rate system, has dramatically altered the manner in which graduate16
medical and health professions education is financed in the State,17
leaving hospitals which provide graduate medical and health18
professions education at a competitive disadvantage to those hospitals19
which do not provide this necessary education; and the recent20
dissolution of the State Department of Higher Education, through the21
enactment of P.L.1994, c.48, has created uncertainty about the future22
role of the Advisory Graduate Medical Education Council of New23
Jersey; therefore, it is in the best interest of the State to establish a24
commission to study the current institutional structure and future role25
of graduate and undergraduate medical and health professions26
education in the State.27

28
2.  There is established the Graduate and Undergraduate Medical29

and Health Professions Education Study Commission.30
The commission shall consist of 11 members.  The chairmen of the31

Senate Health Committee and the General Assembly Health Committee32
and the Commissioner of Health and Senior Services shall serve as ex33
officio members.  The remaining eight members shall be public34
members appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of35
the Senate.  The public members shall include: one person who36
represents a health care facility with an accredited program that37
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provides graduate medical or health professions education, two1
persons who represent educational institutions that provide2
undergraduate medical and health professions education programs,3
two persons who have expertise in health insurance and managed care4
issues, and one person who has expertise in health care economics,5
who need not all be residents of the State in order to ensure that the6
members will include persons who can bring a national perspective to7
the work of the commission; and two residents of the State who8
represent the interests of health care consumers.  The appointed9
members shall be representative of the population of the State.10

The Commissioner of Health and Senior Services may appoint a11
designee to serve on the commission and if so appointed, shall notify12
the commission chairman in writing.13

A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner provided for in the14
original appointment.  The members of the commission shall elect a15
chairman from among the members of the commission, and a secretary16
who need not be a member of the commission.17
 18

3.  The commission is entitled to call to its assistance and avail itself19
of the services of the employees of any State, county or municipal20
department, board, bureau, commission or agency as it may require21
and as may be available to it for its purposes, and to employ such22
professional and clerical assistants as it deems necessary to perform its23
duties, and as may be within the limits of funds appropriated or24
otherwise made available to it for its purposes.25

The public members shall serve without compensation but shall be26
entitled to reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred in the27
performance of their duties as members of the commission, within the28
limits of funds appropriated or otherwise made available to the29
commission.30

31
4.  It shall be the duty of the commission to:32
a.  Analyze the current institutional structure for the provision of33

graduate and undergraduate medical and health professions education34
in the State with respect to efficiency, cost-effectiveness and quality;35

b.  Develop a mechanism that will provide for the equitable funding36
of graduate and undergraduate medical and health professions37
education and which will encourage the education of those health care38
professionals who are required to meet identified health care needs in39
the State, particularly with respect to primary health care needs;40

c.  Review the current State requirements for international medical41
school graduates to determine if those requirements meet the health42
care professional needs in the State; and43

d.  Propose incentives to institutions of higher education and44
hospitals and other health care facilities that provide medical and45
health professions education, and to graduate and undergraduate46
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medical and health professions education programs in the State to1
increase the number of primary care providers and minority health care2
providers, particularly in underserved areas.3

4
5.  The commission may meet and hold hearings at such places as5

it shall designate during the sessions or recesses of the Legislature, and6
shall report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the7
Legislature no later than 18 months after the date the commission8
organizes.9

10
6.  This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire upon11

submission of the commission's report to the Governor and the12
Legislature.13

14
15

STATEMENT16
17

This bill establishes an 11-member Graduate and Undergraduate18
Medical and Health Professions Education Study Commission.19

The duties of the commission are to:20
a.  Analyze the current institutional structure for the provision of21

graduate and undergraduate medical and health professions education22
in the State with respect to efficiency, cost-effectiveness and quality;23

b.  Develop a mechanism that will provide for the equitable funding24
of graduate and undergraduate medical and health professions25
education and which will encourage the education of those health care26
professionals who are required to meet identified health care needs in27
the State, particularly with respect to primary health care needs;28

c.  Review the current State requirements for international medical29
school graduates to determine if those requirements meet the health30
care professional needs in the State; and31

d.  Propose incentives to institutions of higher education and32
hospitals and other health care facilities that provide medical and33
health professions education, and to graduate and undergraduate34
medical and health professions education programs in the State to35
increase the number of primary care providers and minority health care36
providers, particularly in underserved areas.37

The commission shall consist of the chairmen of the Senate Health38
Committee and the General Assembly Health Committee and the39
Commissioner of Health and Senior Services, or their designees, who40
shall serve as ex officio members; and eight members appointed by the41
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate, including one42
person who represents a health care facility with an accredited43
program that provides graduate medical or health professions44
education, two persons who represent educational institutions that45
provide undergraduate medical and health professions education46
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programs, two persons who have expertise in health insurance and1
managed care issues, one person who has expertise in health care2
economics, and two residents of the State who represent the interests3
of health care consumers.  In order to insure that the commission will4
include individuals who can bring a national perspective to the work5
of the commission, the bill does not require that all of the public6
members be residents of the State.  However, the bill requires that the7
appointed members shall be representative of the population of the8
State.9

The commission is required to issue its recommendations to the10
Governor and the Legislature within 18 months after it organizes.11
        12
                              13

14
Creates Graduate and Undergraduate Medical and Health Professions15
Education Study Commission.16


