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The Senate Senior Citizens, Veterans' Affairs and Agriculture
Committee reports favorably and with committee amendments Senate
Joint Resolution Bill No. 19.

This joint resolution would establish the "Oyster Industry
Revitalization Task Force."  As amended, the task force would consist
of 13 members as follows:  two representatives from the Department
of Environmental Protection, two representatives from the Department
of Agriculture, one representative from the Delaware Bay Section of
the Shell Fisheries Council, three representatives from the Haskin

Shellfish Research Laboratory, three representatives from the oyster
industry, including at least one member from the New Jersey Oyster

Planters and Packers Association, the marine science representative of
the Statewide Advisory Committee of the New Jersey Agricultural
Experiment Station Board of Managers, and one member from the
New Jersey Aquaculture Association.

The task force would examine the status of oyster culture as
currently practiced in New Jersey.  The task force would be directed
to evaluate the technological, sociological and regulatory aspects of
the harvesting and culture of oysters in the Delaware bay and adjacent

waters.  The task force would also be directed to define the problems
confronting the oyster industry, including the causes for its reduced
production and diminished economic return, examine feasible
alternative strategies that might be utilized in reversing the negative

trend in the industry, and provide a comprehensive plan of action for
revitalization of the industry, including recommendations for actions
to be taken by the Legislature and the Governor to address the
technical, regulatory, and legal problems impeding the proper
utilization of this valuable natural resource.  The task force would be
directed to present a final report of its findings and recommendations
to the Governor and the Legislature no later than 180 days following
the appointment of the members of the task force.

Committee amendments specify that at least one of the three oyster
industry representatives on the task force shall be a member of the
New Jersey Oyster Planters and Packers Association.


