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SENATE RESOLUTION No. 23

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 26, 1996

By Senator McCGREEVEY

A SENATE REsoLuTION memorializing Congressto pass S. 1028, providing
increased access to health care benefits and increased portability and
security of those benefits.

WHEREAS, |ssues involving the security and portability of health care
coverage become integral factorsin important decisions made, not just
about hedlth care, but about empl oyment opportunities, and evendecisons
such as whether to marry, divorce or have children; and

WHEREAS, S. 1028, entitled the"Hedlth Insurance Reform Act of 1995" and
now pending in the United States Senate, providesimportant protections
to those who have such coverage and who, because of achangein job or
family circumstances, or illness, might otherwise beleft without health
insurance; and

WHEREAS, Oneof thehill'skey provisionsprohibitsinsurersfrom declining
to offer whole group coverageto agroup purchaser, such asan employer,
based on the medical condition of a member of that group; and

WHEREAS, Another important provision barsinsurersfrom excluding people
with diagnosed medical problems from coverage under agroup plan for
morethan 12 monthsand requiresamonth-for-month coverage credit for
apreexisting condition previoudy covered under another qualifying plan;
and

WHEREAS, Thehill also guaranteesavailability of individual coverage after
leaving group policy coverage, such as after leaving ajob; and

WHEREAS, It aso mandates renewability of group and individual health
insurance plans, except for premium nonpayment, materia
misrepresentation or plan termination for these or other pecified reasons;
and

WHEREAS, In all these respects, the bill makes it easier for employersto
chooseto provide health care coverage for their employees at the same
timeit makesit eeser for individuasto make decisons about their jobsand
their lives; and

WHEREAS, Insodoing, S. 1028, thefirst significant health insurancereform
measure with bipartisan support to makeit out of committeein the 104th
Congress, mirrors many of the reformsenacted herein New Jersey inthe
last several years; now, therefore,
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Be I T REsoLVED by the Senate of the State of New Jer sey:

1. The Congressof the United Statesisrespectfully memorialized to enact
S. 1028, providing increased access to health care benefits and increased
portability and security of those benefits.

2. Duly authenti cated copiesof thisresolution, signed by the President of
the Senate and attested by the Secretary thereof, shall be transmitted to the
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives, and each member of Congress from the State of New

Jersey.

STATEMENT

Thisresolution memorializes Congressto enact S. 1028, which provides
increased access to health care benefits and increases the portability and
security of those benefits. Most importantly, the bill prohibitsinsurersfrom
declining to offer whole group coverage to a group purchaser, such as an
employer, based on the medical condition of amember of that group; bars
insurers from excluding people with diagnosed medical problems from
coverage under a group plan for more than 12 months; and requires a
month-for-month coverage credit for a preexisting condition previously
covered under another quaifying plan. Thebill also guaranteesavailability of
individual coverage after leaving group policy coverage, such as after leaving
ajob and mandates renewability of group and individual health insurance
plans, except for certain specified reasons.

Memoridizes Congressto enact S. 1028, concerning accessto and portability
of health care benefits.



