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SENATE RESOLUTION No. 29

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 14, 1996

By Senator LIPMAN

A SENATE ResoLuTioN memorializing the federa Food and Drug
Adminigtration to lift itsban on RU486 and gpproveitsusein thiscountry.

WHEREAS, Mifepristone, known as RU486, apill which, among other uses,
induces abortion inthe very early stages of pregnancy, hasbeeninusein
France since its approval there in 1988; and

WHEREAS, RU486 has proven to be a safe and effective method of
termination of pregnancy, marking a great advancement over other
pregnancy-ending techniques and offering women anon-surgica choice
preferable to an invasive surgical procedure; and over 60,000 French
women have used RU486 successfully; and

WHEREAS, RU486 has a s0 been used effectively in cases of prolonged and
difficult 1abor, often reducing the need for a Caesarean section; has been
valuable in treating Cushing's disease; and appears to be a promising
treatment for brain tumors and ovarian and breast cancers; and

WHEREAS, The American Medica Association passed aresolutionin 1990
supporting thelegal availability of RU486 for appropriateresearch and, if
indicated, clinical practice; and

WHEREAS, Thefedera Food and Drug Administration hasimposed animport
ban on RU486, effectively halting any research involving thedrug inthis
country; now, therefore,

Be I T REsoLVED by the Senate of the State of New Jer sey:

1. Thefederd Food and Drug Adminigtration isurged to lift itsban onthe
importation of RU486 duetoitssignificant medical vaueandto approvethe
use of RU486 for research and clinical practice in the United States.

2. Duly authenticated copies of thisresolution, sgned by the President and
attested by the Secretary, shall be transmitted to the Commissioner of the
United States Food and Drug Administration, the United States Secretary of
Hedlth and Human Services and every member of the Congress of the United
States el ected from the State of New Jersey.

STATEMENT
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Thisresolution urgesthe federal Food and Drug Administrationtolift its
ban onimportation of the pill known asRU486 duetoitssignificant medica
value and to approveitsusefor research and clinical practicein the United
States. RU486, which, among other uses, induces abortion when
administered inthevery early stagesof pregnancy, hasbeen used successfully
by over 60,000 French women sinceits gpprova inthat country in 1988. The
pill has also been used effectively in cases of prolonged and difficult labor,
often reducing the need for a Caesarean section; has been vauablein tregting
Cushing's disease; and appearsto be apromising treatment for brain tumors
and ovarian and breast cancers.

Urges FDA to lift ban on RU486 and approve its use in this country.



