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SENATE RESOLUTION No. 78

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 3, 1997

By Senator LIPMAN

A SENATE RESOLUTION urging support of the United Farm Workers of
America strawberry organizing campaign.

WHEREAS, Farm workerstoiling in strawberry fields are among the most
exploited workers in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Over 20,000 women, men and children working in California
strawberry fieldstypically spend 10to 12 hoursaday picking fruit from
ankle-levd plants, suffer chronic back painandinjuries, and experiencethe
dangerous affects of pesticide poisoning; and

WHEREAS, Strawberry workers have not received a pay raise above poverty
level wages for ten years; and

WHEREAS, Most strawberry workershave few or no medical benefits;, work
inan environment where sexual harassment iscommon place; and only
have available bathroomsin the fields that are filthy; and

WHEREAS, A few large corporations shoulder most of the responsbility for
establishing arationa system for labor relationsin the strawberry industry;
and eight large corporations exercise great control over gpproximeately 270
strawberry growersby providing themwithloans, by supplying plantsfrom
nurseries, by packaging and marketing the crop, by developing varieties of
strawberries, and by setting the prices; and

WHEREAS, Over 20,000 strawberry workers are tired of these terrible
conditions and seek safety, security and avoice on thejob; now, therefore,

Be I T REsoLVED by the Senate of the State of New Jer sey:

1. That this House commends the United Farm Workers of Americas
Cdliforniastrawberry organizing campaign and expressesindignation at the
abuses committed against farm workers.

2. A duly authenticated copy of this resolution, sSigned by the President of
the Senate and attested by the Secretary thereof, shall be transmitted to the
United Farm Workers of America.
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STATEMENT

This resolution would urge support for the United Farm Workers of
America strawberry organizing campaign.

Urges support of United Farm Workers of Americastrawberry organizing
campaign.



