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SENATE RESOLUTION No. 94

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MAY 22, 1997

By Senator CARDINALE

A SENATE RESOL UTION urging the Federal Communi cations Commissionto
develop a bidding process for broadcast license award and renewal.

WHEREAS, The Communications Act of 1934 authorized the federal
government toissuelicensesfor the use of freebroadcast spectrumandin
return for the use of the broadcast spectrum, broadcasters have committed
themselves to operate in the public interest by airing public service
announcements, reporting on news, weather and sports, offering
emergency information, and providing other services at no cost to the
viewer; and

WHEREAS, American broadcast televison captivates millions of Americansfor
hours each day and provides avariety of servicesto people of dl agesand
al walksof life, with many peoplerelying on televison astheir sole source
of news and entertainment; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Communications Commission (hereinafter, the
"FCC") ismoving towardsimplementation of digita televisontechnology
which requireslicensed stations and networksto convert from anadogueto
digital technology; and

WHEREAS, Whilethe FCCisconsidering aproposa to auction off airwaves
designated for high definition television, it isappropriate and in the public
interest to providefor an ongoing, competitive marketplacefor licensesfor
the whole broadcast spectrum, including both analogue and digital
technology; and

WHEREAS, An open, competitive marketplace can be achieved more quickly
by providing that al broadcast licensesbevalid for only fiveyears, rather
than the current 15 years, to allow bidding more frequently; and

WHEREAS, Itisaso gppropriate and inthe publicinterest that thisHouse urge
the FCC to encourage acompetitive marketplace for broadcast licenses
for the whole broadcast spectrum and to makethoselicensesvalid for only
fiveyearsin order to achieve an ongoing, competitive marketplace; now,
therefore,

Be I T REsoLVED by the Senate of the State of New Jer sey:

1. This House urges the Federal Communications Commission to



© 0 N O O & W DN P

NN RNNNNNNRRRRR R R P R R
N OO WONEP O ®O©OWwNOOOMWNDNIERO

SR9%4

develop a bidding process for broadcast license award and renewal that
would encourage a competitive marketplace for broadcast licensesfor the
whole broadcast spectrum and to makethoselicensesvalid for only fiveyears
in order to achieve an ongoing, competitive marketplace.

2. Duly authenticated copies of thisresolution, signed by the President
of the Senate and attested to by the Secretary thereof, shall be transmitted to
the Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission and each member
of Congress elected thereto from New Jersey.

STATEMENT

This resolution urges the Federal Communications Commission to to
develop abidding process for broadcast license award and renewal for the
whole broadcast spectrum, including analogue and digital technology. The
establishment of such a bidding process would provide for an ongoing,
competitivemarketplacefor licensesfor thewhole broadcast spectrum. The
resol ution further recommends that broadcast licensesbe valid for only five
years, rather than the current 15 years, in order to achieve an ongoing,
competitive marketplace.

Urges FCC to develop bidding process for broadcast license award and
renewal.



