CHAPTER 205

AN AcCT concerning the staffing levels of county boards of elections and amending various
parts of the statutory law.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1. R.S.19:6-17 is amended to read as follows:

County board of elections, membership, appointments, compensation.

19:6-17. a. The county board shall consist of four persons, who shall be legal voters of
the counties for which they are respectively appointed. Two members of such county board
shall be members of the political party which at the last preceding general election, held for
the election of all of the members of the General Assembly, cast the largest number of votes
in this State for members of the General Assembly, and the remaining two members of such
board shall be members of the political party which at such election cast the next largest
number of votes in the State for members of the General Assembly. By a majority vote of
the full membership of the board of county commissioners, the board of county
commissioners may opt to increase to six persons the membership of the county board of
elections. The two new members shall be legal voters of the counties for which they are
respectively appointed. If a board of county commissioners votes to increase the
membership of a county board of elections to six persons, the board of elections shall consist
of an equal representation between the political parties which at the last preceding general
election, held for the election of all of the members of the General Assembly, cast the largest
and next largest number of votes in this State for members of the General Assembly. No
person who holds elective public office shall be eligible to serve as a member of the county
board during the term of such elective office. The office of member of the county board
shall be deemed vacant upon such member becoming a candidate for an office to be voted
upon at any primary, general election or special election, except for nomination for or
election to membership in any county committee or State committee or for nomination for or
election as a delegate at large or alternate delegate at large, or district delegate or alternate
district delegate to any national political convention, such candidacy to be determined by the
filing of a petition of nomination duly accepted by such member in the manner provided by
law.

b. In all counties, the county board of elections may appoint some suitable person as
clerk of the board, and may also appoint any additional office employees, including a
director of such employees, it deems necessary, subject to approval by the board of county
commissioners of the respective county and to the budgetary process required pursuant to
section 11 of P.L.2015, c.249 (C.19:6-21.1). The compensation of the clerk, the director, and
office employees of the county board of elections shall be in an amount recommended by the
county board of elections and subject to the approval of the board of county commissioners.

2. R.S.19:6-24 is amended to read as follows:

Powers and duties of board delegated to clerk.

19:6-24. Wherever under the provisions of this Title any powers or duties are given or
conferred upon the county boards in any county, the county board having a clerk pursuant to
subsection b. of R.S5.19:6-17 may, if it so determines, authorize or direct the clerk thereof to
perform such duties and exercise such powers under its supervision or in its absence. The
clerk of the county board shall have full power and authority in the conduct of the business
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and clerical affairs of the office of the county board, shall conduct the same in an impartial
manner, and shall exercise full authority and direction over the employees in the office.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved August 24, 2021.



